
Guide to the Bogota Woman’s Club Collection 
 
Title:  Bogota Woman’s Club 
 
Dates:  1919-2014 
 
Size:  15 boxes; 980 cubic feet 
 
Creator:  Bogota Woman’s Club 
 
Acquisition note: Historical records and ephemera were given sporadically to the library 

over a period of five years beginning after the club’s dissolution in 2014. 
Former Bogota Woman’s Club President Rosemary Gasiewicz formally 
deeded the items in this collection to the library in 2020.  

 
Accruals:  Minimal accruals are expected through 2021. 
 
Collection summary: Bogota Woman’s Club historical records and ephemera 
 
Language: English 
 
Arrangement: The materials were in disarray upon receipt. They were grouped by 

subject or activity in 2020. 
 
Digitized copies:  Digital copies of collection material not available online. For information 

about obtaining digital copies, please contact the library director. 
 
Access restrictions:  Requests to use the material must be made at least two days in advance 

of a research visit. 
 
Rights note: Materials in the collection may be subject to copyright restrictions. 
 
Preferred citation: Bogota Woman’s Club Collection, Bogota Public Library (NJ). 
 



Processing info: This collection was initially described by Chelsea Dodd Coleman in 
2020. Some non-permanent and irrelevant records were removed from 
the collection and donated or destroyed at that time. 

 

Organizational History 
In 1919, Reverend Stoddard Lane invited the women of Bogota to a meeting to discuss the 
organization of a Woman’s Club. The Bogota Woman’s Club was organized in November 1919 
with Mrs. Benjamin Buffet as president. By the end of the year, the roster of members 
numbered 115. 
 
The club became deeply involved in community service activities within its first year. It 
purchased children’s books for the library, gave financial assistance to the building drive for 
addition to Hackensack Hospital, awarded scholarships, contributed to the Theodore Roosevelt 
Memorial, and entertained the ladies at the Old Ladies Home in Hackensack. 
 
In the early twentieth century, the club had a Junior Department for young women aged 18 
and over that was active in community service. An Evening Membership Department was 
established in 1947 to accommodate working women. The club had additional departments 
which provided opportunities for the enjoyment and education of its members and the 
continuation of its philanthropic and service endeavors: 

● The Art Department enjoyed field trips to museums and, under the guidance of a 
professional artist, members learned basic skills in paint and clay work. 

● The International Departments studied other countries and delved into their culture, 
literature, music, geography and food. 

● The Public Affairs Department kept the club aware of statewide events which affected 
the Borough, such as drug abuse, child abuse, DWI, and state and federal legislation. 

● The Social Service and American Home Department spearheaded the club’s community 
service work. Projects included tosy, puppets and Afghans for children’s hospitals, hats 
for newborns, cookies for shut-ins, and cushions and lap robes for veterans homes and 
the hospitalized. The club also raised funds for a special child carrier to be installed in a 
Bogota ambulance. 

● The Literature Department reviewed books and poetry, and donated books to the 
library in memory of deceased members. 

 
Interest in the Bogota Woman’s Club waned in the twenty-first century. A dwindling 
membership forced the club to dissolve in 2014. 



Collection Inventory 
 
SERIES 1: HISTORY RECORDS 
 

Title  Box No.  Folder No. 

A History of the New Jersey State Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, 1894-1958 

1  1 

Narratives (undated)  1  2 

Narratives: 1944  1  3 

Narratives: 1950  1  4 

Narratives: 1960s  1  5 

Narratives: 1979, 1989  1  6 

Narratives: 2005, 2009  1  7 

Narratives: 2011  1  8 

Brochures  1  9 

Certificates  1  10 

Member Mementos  1  11 

Newsletters: 1964  1  12 

Newsletters: 1997-1999  1  13 

Newsletters: 2000-2004  1  14 

Newsletters: 2005-2007  1  15 

Newsletters: 2008-2011  1  16 

Newspaper Clippings: 1997-2011  1  17 

Prayer Cards  1  18 

Press Releases: 2004-2007  1  19 

Proclamations  1  20 



 
 
SERIES 2: ADMINISTRATIVE RECORDS 
 

SUBSERIES 2.1: ALPHABETICAL FILES 
 

 
 
 
 

Federation letters: 1999-2000  1  21 

Letters from BWC: 1989, 1999  1  22 

Letters to BWC: 1999-2014  1  23 

Greeting Cards  1  24 

Title  Box No.  Folder No. 

Federation Procedures  2  1 

By-Laws: 1995, 2003, 2006, 2011  2  2 

Officer Descriptions  2  3 

Departments  2  4 

Resolutions: 2009  2  27 

Dissolution: 2014  2  28 

Meeting Schedules  3  1 

Budgets: 1985-1989  4  25 

Budgets: 1990-1999  4  26 

Budgets: 2014  4  27 

Budgets - Evening Membership Dept.: 1959-1961  4  28 

Membership Ledger: 1977-1981  7  n/a 

Membership Ledger: 1985-1986  7  n/a 



SUBSERIES 2.2: REPORTS 
 

 
SUBSERIES 2.3: MINUTES 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Title  Box No.  Folder No. 

Reports - Annual: 1960-2000  2  5 

Reports - Annual: 2002-2009  2  6 

Reports - NJSFWC: 1994-2010  2  7-21 

Reports - NJSFWC: 2011  2  22 

Reports - NJSFWC: 2012-2013  2  23 

Reports - Conference Attendance: 1959-1964  2  24 

Reports - Spring Conferences: 1960-1968  2  25 

Reports - Spring Conferences: 2006-2013  2  26 

Title  Box No.  Folder No. 

Minutes - Board & Regular Meetings: 1919-1922  3  2-4 

Minutes - Board & Regular Meetings: 1924-1963  3  5-12 

Minutes - Board & Regular Meetings: 1966-1969  3  13 

Minutes - Board & Regular Meetings: 1974-2014  3  14-22 

Minutes - Federation Day Meetings: 1989-2003  3  23 

Minutes - Special Meetings: 1920-2014  3  24 



SERIES 3: PROJECTS & EVENTS 
 

 
 
SERIES 4: DIRECTORIES 
 

Title  Box No.  Folder No. 

General  5  1 

Federation Day: Procedures  5  2 

Federation Day: 1995, 1997  5  3 

Federation Day: 2000  5  4 

Federation Day: 2003  5  5 

Federation Day: 2005  5  6 

Federation Day: 2007-2010  5  7 

Literature Club Memories: 1994, 2005  5  8 

Save the Highlands  5  9 

Scholarship: General  5  10 

Scholarship: 1980s  5  11 

Scholarship: 1990s  5  12 

Scholarship: 2000s  5  13 

Title  Box No.  Folder No. 

Directories: 1963-64  6  1 

Directories: 1979-80  6  2 

Directories: 1990-1994  6  3 

Directories: 1995-1999  6  4 

Directories: 2000-2004  6  5 



 
 
SERIES 5: SCRAPBOOKS 
 

 
 
SERIES 6: PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 
 
SERIES 7: ARTIFACTS 
 

 

Directories: 2005-2009  6  6 

Directories: 2010-2013  6  7 

Title  Box No.  Folder No. 

The Woman's Club of Bogota New Jersey: Book 1  8  n/a 

The Woman's Club of Bogota New Jersey: Book 2  9  n/a 

The Woman's Club of Bogota New Jersey: Book 3  10  n/a 

The Woman's Club of Bogota New Jersey: Book 4  11  n/a 

Maroon Leather Scrapbook: Book 1  12  n/a 

Maroon Leather Scrapbook: Book 2  13  n/a 

Title  Box No.  Folder No. 

Album photographs  13  n/a 

Miscellaneous photographs  14  n/a 

Title  Box No.  Folder No. 

Woman's Club tablecloth  15  n/a 


