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Borough of Bogota History
The Borough of Bogota was formed on November 14, 1894, from portions of Ridgefield
Township, based on the results of a referendum held that day. It was a result of the
"Boroughitis" phenomenon then sweeping through Bergen County, in which 26 boroughs were
formed in the county in 1894 alone.

Prior to the founding of the Borough of Bogota, the area was inhabited by members of the
Lenape Tribe until the early 1600s when Dutch settlers arrived. The Dutch were replaced by
the British in 1664, Following the Civil War, Bogota evolved from a farming area to a suburban
and industrial one.

Following his move to Bogota in 1893, Frederick W. Cane led the successful effort for a special
election regarding the incorporation of the Borough. The population was about 250 at the time,
although only 57 votes were cast. Cane was elected the first mayor in 1895. It can be
considered the year when farming began to decline and Bogota started to become a small
suburban town with an important industrial element.

In 1898, the electric trolley shattered the then semi-rural nature of Bogota. Most of the new
residents were members of the business and professional classes as opposed to the farmers
who were there first. There was also a small, local retail and service population that provided
such things as coal and lumber, and trades such as carpentry.

Economically the Borough was also developing. William N. Smith was busy with his paper
mills, but still had time to form the Bogota National Bank on East Fort Lee Road close to the
railroad tracks and potential customers coming off the trains. Another institution, the Bogota
Savings Bank, was started as the Bogota Savings and Loan in 1893. Judge Peter Bogert, part
of the Bogert farming family, was the first president. William N. Smith became president a few
years later; he was part of the “commuter” faction that helped form Bogota in opposition to
Peter Bogert.

By 1939, Bogota was expanding rapidly and had at least ten times the population of 1912.
Main Street was a busy commercial street in addition to the shops, banks, bowling alleys, etc.
on West and East Fort Lee Road. Big changes in the business district in 1939 effectively ended
Fort Lee Road’s role as the most important business street in town. Major construction projects,
connected with each other, forever changed the town. The construction of the Main Street
overpass, the construction of the Grade Level Crossing over the West Shore railroad tracks,
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and the extension of Main Street into Hackensack were the last major changes in Bogota’s
infrastructure until the opening of Interstate 80 in the 1960s.

The 1960s also saw another change in the character of Bogota: most of the paper mills closed.
A great many had been involved in producing materials needed to win World War II. New
Jersey was a great manufacturing area then, and Bogota had some impressive capability in its
paper mills and the Brewster Construction Company. The last paper mill, the Continental mill,
closed in 1970. Almost all of our major industries left town for one reason or another. As a
result, families turned to service-oriented occupations.

June 1992 saw the closing of the Dewey School due to declining enrollments. Plans to replace
the Steen and Bixby Schools were made but they were defeated by the voters in 1993.

The Borough celebrated its 125th Anniversary in 2019 with the issuance of a fourth
anniversary journal. These volumes can be consulted for more information about the Borough’s
past.
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Collection Inventory

SERIES 1: HISTORY RECORDS

SUBSERIES 1.1: ANNIVERSARY JOURNALS

Title Box No. Folder No.

Anniversary - 50th Journal: 1944 2 n/a

Anniversary - 75th Journal: 1969 2 n/a

Anniversary - 100th Journal: 1994 2 n/a

Anniversary - 125th Journal: 2019 2 n/a

SUBSERIES 1.2: ALPHABETICAL FILES

Title Box No. Folder No.

Anniversary - 75th Celebration: 1969 3 7

Anniversary - 75th Ephemera: 1969 3 8

Anniversary - 100th Ephemera: 1994 3 9

Anniversary - 125th Ephemera: 2019 3 11

Anniversary - 125th Freeze Frame Bogota: 2019 3 12

Anniversary - 125th Newsletters: 2019 3 10

Bergen County - Family Tree of Bergen's 70
Municipalities: 1969

3 6

Bergen County - History of Bergen County 7 n/a

Borough Newsletters: 1973-2008 8 n/a

Events - Bogota Day: 1976, 2009, 2011 3 13

Events - Bogota's Welcome Home: 1919 3 14
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Events - Substance Abuse Awareness Week: 1996 7 n/a

Local Businesses 3 28

Local Businesses - Geo. M. Brewster & Son:
(undated)

7 n/a

Military Ephemera: 1943-2017 3 32

Miscellaneous - Bogota Movie Queen: 1940 3 30

Miscellaneous - Ephemera: 1938, 1982, 2015 3 29

Miscellaneous - Postmaster Letter re: Bogota
Branch: 1938

3 31

Narratives: 1953 3 1

Narratives: 1964 3 2

Narratives: 1975 3 3

Narratives: 1996 3 4

Narratives - Komorowski: (1994), (2003) 3 5

SUBSERIES 1.3: BUILDINGS & STRUCTURES

Title Box No. Folder No.

Buildings & Structures - Meetings re: Borough Hall;
1919, 1979

3 15

Buildings & Structures - Borough Hall Construction
Labor: 1919

3 16

Buildings & Structures - Preliminary Report of
Borough Hall: 1978

3 17

Buildings & Structures - Report of Borough Hall:
1978

3 18

Buildings & Structures - Municipal Building
Committee Report: 1979

3 19

Updated 2021 Apr 16



Buildings & Structures - Report of Costs for
Borough Hall

3 20

Buildings & Structures - Borough Hall
Correspondence: 1978-1979

3 21

Building & Structures - Bogert-Perry House:
1971-1972

3 22

Buildings & Structures - The Historic Bridges of
Bergen County: 2008

3 23

Buildings & Structures - Historical Preservation
Forms

3 24

Buildings & Structures - Recreation Building: 1958,
1986-1987

3 25

Buildings & Structures - Senior Center: 1986-1991 3 26

Buildings & Structures - Survey of Historic Sites:
1983

3 27

SERIES 2: LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS & SCHOOLS

Title Box No. Folder No.

Churches - Bogart Memorial: 1936, 2000s 4 1

Churches - St. Joseph: 1979 4 2

Senior Citizens: 1989, 1993, 2000 4 3

VFW - Veterans Day: 2002-2018 4 4

BOE - Construction: 1992-1993 4 5

BOE - Long Term Capital Improvement Program:
1990

6 n/a

BOE - Newsletters: 1963-2010 4 6

BOE - Renovation & Expansion Report: 2000 4 7

High School - 8th Grade Certificate: 1925 7 n/a
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High School - Awards Night Programs: 2005-2012 4 8

High School - Band Parents Organization: 2007 4 9

High School - Buc Boosters 4 10

High School - Class of 1975: 1975 5 7

Steen - Final Edition: 1969 4 11

Steen School - The Blue and White Crier: 1964 5 1

Steen School - The Blue and White Gazette: 1965 5 2

Steen School - The Blue and White Gazette: 1966 5 3

Steen School - The Blue and White Gazette: 1967 5 4

Steen School - The Blue and White Dispatch:
(1968)

5 5

Steen School - The Golden Star Class Day (1969) 5 6

PTA - High School PTA History: (1990) 4 12

PTA - Proclamation: 1993 4 13

PTA - Rosemary Gasiewicz Certificates 4 14

Young Republican Club of Bogota 4 15

SERIES 3: SCRAPBOOKS

Title Box No. Folder No.

Bogota History Scrapbook: (undated) 9 n/a

50th Anniversary Scrapbook: 1944 10 n/a

75th Anniversary Books 1-3 11 n/a

A Post Card Portrait 12 n/a

New Jersey Tercentenary: 1964 13 n/a

Bogota High School PTA 14 n/a
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U.S. Bicentennial: 1974-1976 14 n/a

SERIES 4: YEARBOOKS

Title Box No. Folder No.

Bogota High School Yearbooks: 1927-2005,
2007-2013, 2016

n/a n/a

Digitized Bogota High School Yearbooks:
1927-2005, 2007-2013, 2016

18 n/a

SERIES 5: DIRECTORIES

Title Box No. Folder No.

Bogota Telephone Directory: 1985-1986 4 16

Bogota Millennium Municipal Directory: (2000) 4 17

Bergen County: 2010 4 18

Director of Hackensack and the New Jersey and
New York Railroad: 1915-1916

n/a n/a

Director of Hackensack and the New Jersey and
New York Railroad: 1917-1918

n/a n/a

Directory of Hackensack and Bogota: 1925 n/a n/a

Richmond's Hackensack City Directory: 1928 n/a n/a

Richmond's Hackensack Directory: 1919-1920 n/a n/a

Richmond's Hackensack, Bogota, Teaneck and
Maywood Directory: 1926

n/a n/a

Yearbook of Hackensack: c. 1914 n/a n/a
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SERIES 6: NEWSPAPERS

Title Box No. Folder No.

Bogota News Binders: 1962-2000 n/a n/a

Clippings: 1900, 1908, 1915, 1920, 1947, 2011 15 1

Clippings: 1960-1969 15 2

Clippings: 1970-1979 15 3

Clippings: 1980-1989 15 4

Clippings: 1990-1999 15 5

Clippings - Obituaries: 1993 15 6

Clippings - People: 1969-1979 15 7

Clippings - People: 1993 15 8

Budgets: 1979, 1993 15 9

Bergen Evening Record: 1944 15 10

Bergen News: 1941 15 11

Bergenite-Press: 1935-1937 15 12

Bergenite-Press: 1938 15 13

Bergenite-Press: 1941-1942 15 14

Press Journal - Teaneck Edition: 1979 15 15

The Times Review - Bogota Edition: 1935 15 16

Bogota Bulletin: 2007-2015 16 n/a

Bogota Bulletin: 2016 17 n/a

Bergen Evening Record reprint: 1944 Library
History
Collection
Box 15

n/a

Updated 2021 Apr 16



SERIES 7: MAPS & ATLASES

Title Box No. Folder No.

Atlas of Bergen County, N.J., Vol. I: 1936 n/a n/a

Atlas of Bergen County, New Jersey: 1876 n/a n/a

Election District Map: 1978 Library
History
Collection
Box 15

n/a

Hackensack, New Jersey, Vol II: 1937-1956 n/a n/a

SERIES 8: MEDIA

Title Box No. Folder No.

Bogota Presentation Slides: 1970 20 n/a

High School Concert Albums: 1959-1963 1 n/a

History DVDs/CDs 18 n/a

Miscellaneous Oversized Photographs 19 n/a

Miscellaneous Photographs 21 n/a

Public School Photographs 22 n/a

SERIES 9: ARTIFACTS

Title Box No. Folder No.

Aaron J. Bogert Bible: 1862 23 n/a

The Game of Bogota: 1992 n/a n/a

Miscellaneous Artifacts 24 n/a

Shadowbox 25 n/a
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